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The Packaging and Industrial Films Association

Plastics films are used in almost every part of our daily lives Ð from the home to the supermarket, in our

hospitals, schools and offices; from the farm to the construction site, specialist film products are in

evidence and bring great benefits to society.

The UK plastic films industry is a modern, well-invested industry using leading-edge technologies to offer

its customers performance and value in everything it does. Many UK-based producers operate across

Europe and in the rest of the world.

The Packaging and Industrial Films Association (PIFA) represents this thriving, multi-billion pound industry

and is committed to ensuring that the industry remains healthy and competitive, that its employees

benefit from the best skills, training, health & safety and its customers recognise the special role which

only plastic films can play in modern society.

The Association plays its full part in representing the industry at home and abroad on all issues of direct

relevance to the industry and its markets. The industry also forms a natural link in the supply chain and

PIFA liaises closely with materials suppliers, packer-fillers and the major retailers on matters of mutual

concern, including food safety, legislation and the environment.

The continuing expansion of the plastic films market is in no small measure dependent on maintaining

consumer confidence.

PIFA is active in the development of both national and international quality standards and has pioneered

the concept of quality assurance in order to help protect consumers in market areas such as cling,

stretch and building films. Companies authorised to display the registered PIFA QA logo must undertake

to maintain PIFA standards and the team of inspectors which polices the UK marketplace will seek to

prosecute wherever suppliers are found to be cheating their customers.

PIFA representation becomes increasingly important as new legislation from Westminster and Brussels

imposes additional administrative and cost burdens which directly impact on the ability of manufacturing

businesses to compete in a global marketplace.

PIFA works with Government officials and other trade organisations during the consultation stages of

new legislation and on a continuing basis in order to reduce the costs of compliance for film producers

and maintain a fair and equitable trading environment. PIFA also compiles trade statistics and any unfair

competition based on concealed State Aid or distortion of raw material pricing is strongly resisted in the

interest of fair and open competition.
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